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On Centre Scholarship Description 

 

 

Context: 

 
The Pietro Elia Maddalena Scholarship in 2026 will be awarded to a young European potter or student 

aged 18–35, who can demonstrate merit and promise but experiences financial constraints, to participate 

in the course On Centre 2027 taught by Franco Rampi and Zsófia Földvári. The goal of the scholarship 

is to enable a selected young potter or ceramic artist to explore a variety of techniques in the stimulating 

workshop environment of La Meridiana Ceramic School. Our scholarship offers a chance both to learn 

and experiment, refine material understanding, connect with the international ceramic community and 

gain practical skills in the day-to-day management of the studio life.  

 

The scholarship recipient will follow the course programme, receive personal feedback similarly to 

other students while also facilitating the studio life during the 3-month course as an assistant. This role 

requires flexibility, willingness to take an active part in the studio life and good communications skills 

to connect with the students, instructors and staff. 

 

 

 

The Successful Candidate Receives: 
 

• Accommodation: a single room on-site, with a shared bathroom and access to a kitchen. 

• Meals: Freshly cooked three-course Tuscan lunch on all the course days (Mon - Fri). Welcome 

and Farewell dinners.  

• Instruction: the scholarship recipient will see all the demonstrations together with the group and 

receive personal guidance just like the other students.  

• Trip to Faenza: the scholarship recipient will join the group to visit Faenza, a town well known 

for ceramics.  

• Kiln space: the scholarship recipient will be able to fire the same amount of work as other 

students during the reduction, oxidation and wood firings. 

• Workstation: A wheel for personal use, storage space, clay, tools and materials. The scholarship 

recipient will not have a private studio space but will have a designated workspace and storage 

area nearby the instructors.  

• Studio access: The daily tasks of the scholarship recipient will reduce their daily working time 

on the wheel (approximately 2-3 hours a day, might vary depending on the course programme). 

To compensate, the scholarship recipient is given a special access to the studio outside normal 

opening hours. This means that they can work in the evenings and mornings, Saturday 

afternoons and Sundays. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://lameridiana.fi.it/product/01-2027-on-centre-franco-rampi-and-zsofia-foldvari/
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The Duties of the Scholarship Recipient: 
 

The scholarship recipient will act as a facilitator of the course, ensuring an organized and enjoyable 

studio environment and help the instructors and the staff with practical day-to-day tasks. The staff will 

provide training and guidance for the scholarship recipient to get familiar with their tasks. 

 

Laundry:  

• Washing, drying and folding aprons and towels as needed. 

• Keeping the studio stocked with aprons and towels. 

Expected workload: weekly 2-3 washing machines. 

Clay: 

• Keep an eye on the clay level and refill the clay trolly when needed. 

• Each evening, take out clay to be reclaimed in the pugmill area. 

• Each evening, empty “slop” and “dry clay” buckets. 

Expected workload: 30 minutes daily. 

Glazing:  

• Prepare the glazing setup (buckets, tools, etc.). 

• Help to stir up all glazes before use. 

• Help to unload bisque. 

• Help and supervise cleaning after the glazing session. 

Expected workload: Glazing session is once a week. Setup and cleaning require 

1-1 hours.  

Studio cleaning:  

• Supervise the cleaning shifts done by the students. 

• Empty the basin used for cleaning splash-pans. 

• On the days when the course changes to new clay body help in the in-depth 

studio cleaning.  

Expected workload: 30 minutes daily plus 2 hours in-depth cleaning 3 times 

during the course.  

Wood-firing:  

• Help to set-up the nature-studio that will be used for wood-firing 

• Provide assistance during kiln loading 

• Help with clean-up the nature studio after the wood firing 

Expected workload: 3-3 hours setup and clean-up, longer than usual working 

hours during kiln loading.  

Driving:  

• The scholarship recipient must be confident to drive a small van (9 seats, 

manual transmission) since weekly tasks include driving the group for 

groceries on Mondays.  

Expected workload: 15-15 minutes drive to the grocery store and back, once a 

week. 

  

Coffee break preparation:  

• Prepare a tray with mugs, cookies and coffee pots filled with coffee. 

• Serve coffee in a designated area. 

• Clean up and tidy up afterwards (dish washer available). 

Expected workload: Once a day, 30-40 minutes, usually in the afternoon.   
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Application criteria: 
 

Applicants should show a record of previous work with clay and explain how the Pietro Elia 

Maddalena scholarship would help them pursue future projects in the field of ceramics. Moreover, 

they should provide a reasonable explanation of the economic limitations prohibiting them from taking 

this course at a full cost. 

 

For being considered, the applicant must be 18-35 years of age and reside in Europe*. The scholarship 

is named after Pietro Elia Maddalena, founder of La Meridiana and reflects his commitment and desire 

to spread knowledge in the field of ceramics and to offer young enthusiasts the opportunity to access 

qualified courses to explore the wide possibilities offered by this art form. Due to the very limited 

number of high-quality ceramics programmes in the area and the practical limitations with travel and 

visa approvals, this scholarship is limited to European applicants.  

 

Finally, the applicant must hold a driver’s license valid in Italy and be comfortable with driving a van 

with manual transmission.  

 

*The list includes all members of the European Union in addition to Switzerland, Liechtenstein, Norway 

and Iceland 

 

Application procedure: 
 

To participate in the selection process, interested candidates must send the following documentation: 

 

• Motivation letter (Maximum one page, Word or PDF format). 

• A short resume (Maximum one page, Word or PDF format) 

• Four images of your work (JPEG format, maximum 800 KB) 

• Filled application form  

• A short video of approximately 2 minutes in English in which you 

introduce yourself, summarize your interests, your motivation and future 

projects after the course. 

• Reference letter (not mandatory) 

 

 

Applications must be sent to info@lameridiana.fi.it between April 21 and May 12 2026, and all 

applicants will receive a response by 28 May 2026. 

 

 

 

https://lameridiana.fi.it/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/On-Centre-Scholarship-Application-From.pdf

